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Alice can be considered a foil to Gene’s character.  In what ways could this be considered true? 
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Interesting Sections 

Confusing Sections 



Toward the end of the play, Tom says to Gene, “It was not my fault if you never came in.” Is 

Tom right?  Do you agree or disagree with him? Explain why. 
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What is the significance of the play’s title?  Explain. 
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Explain what Gene means when he says his father died “without even an orange in his hand.” 
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Is Tom a static or dynamic character?  Is Gene a static or dynamic character?  Explain. 
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“Mothers are soft and yielding,” Alice tells Gene. “Fathers are hard and rough, to teach us the 

way of the world, which is rough . . . .” If you could talk with Alice, how would you respond to 

her opinion? 
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