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Even loving family members sometimes disagree.  What do you think of the way Gene and his 

father talk and behave when they are together? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Interesting Sections 

Confusing Sections 



Fill out the character web to identify the desires of each character that drive the play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does the information about Tom’s early life help you understand his character?  Do you 

sympathize with him? Why or why not? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DESIRES 

Margaret 
Tom 

Gene 



Gene and his mother are very close. Is Gene entirely happy with this closeness? What incidents 

prove your answer?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Explain what you think of Margaret. Do you sympathize with her? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In Gene’s last speech in this act, he expresses an internal conflict.  What is that conflict?  Why 

does he tell his father he cannot stay the night? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What conflicts do you predict will arise in Act II?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Margaret tells Gene, “I guess a lot of us forget to say thank you until it’s too late.” In your 

experience, is Margaret’s remark true? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 


